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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Response to amendment filed 8/25/2008. Claims 1, 3-13, 15, and 17-18 
have been amended. Claims 2, 14, and 16 have been canceled. Claims 1, 3-13, 
15, and 17-18 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Examiner acknowledges applicant's amendments to claims 1-13 with 
respect to previous 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection. The claims now recite statutory 
subject matter and this rejection is withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/25/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. With respect to independent claims 1, 15, 17, and 18, 
applicant argues Ellis does not teach "wherein said channel list is provided in 
response to accessing said electronic program guide, and both said channel list 
and said program list are provided in response to accessing said programs list". 
Applicant states that this limitation is not disclosed because in order to access 
the button to display the channel list, the EPG must already have been displayed, 
and the user must first press the "MENU" button, select the program bar 61 in 
Fig. 6, and then select the channel and the I button (Fig. 1 8) in order to get the 
screen shown in Fig. 20. Examiner respectfully disagrees with this interpretation 
of Ellis. When using the system of Ellis, the user first displays the MENU of 
Figure 6. The user then selects the bar 61 which enables the user to select a 
particular icon (column 16, lines 29-39). The channel listing is then invoked by 
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pressing the triangular icon 65C. This presents the user with the channel listing 
of Figure 20. Applicant argues that the user must "select the channel and the I 
button (Fig. 18)" to display the channel list. The I button of figure 18 is used to 
view additional program information about a particular listing, and does not 
invoke the screen of figure 20. The electronic program guide that lists the 
available channels is invoked by the 65C button of Figure 6, as described in 
column 18, lines 7-10. The limitation of claim 1 states "wherein said channel list 
is provided in response to accessing said electronic program guide". This is met 
by Ellis in that when the user presses icon 65C, the EPG appears as in Figure 20 
with a list of channels (202a-c). The claim limitation "both said channel list and 
said program list are provided in response to accessing said programs list" is met 
by Ellis in that the channel list (202a-c) and program list (corresponding to the 
listed programs of Figure 20 on the lower portion of the screen) are provided in 
response to accessing said programs list by pressing button 65C. Therefore, the 
cited portions of Ellis do anticipate applicant's claim language, and the rejection 
mailed 04/29/2008 stands. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/572,844 
Art Unit: 2423 



Page 4 



2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ellis, 
US Patent # 6357043. 

With regard to claim 1 , Ellis discloses: 
A device configured to receive an electronic program guide, said electronic 
program guide comprising: 

A channel list of available channels (Figure 20, items 20A, 20B, 20C; and column 
18, lines 14-17); and 

A program list of programs which is displayed concurrently with said channel list 
in response to selection of a selected channel from said available channels, said 
programs being exclusively associated with said selected channel (Figure 20 and 
column 18, lines 17-19) wherein said channel list is provided in response to 
accessing said electronic program guide, and both said channel list and said 
program list are provided in response to accessing said program list (column 18, 
lines 7-10; Ellis discloses a button in the EPG that the user can press to access 
the channel list) 

With regard to claim 3, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said program list includes times 
associated with said programs and/or an identifier (Figure 20; Program start 
times are displayed), said identifier including a current time and or said selected 
channel (column 18, lines 19-20; Ellis describes a highlighted channel, which 
channel listings are displayed for) 

With regard to claim 4, Ellis discloses: 
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The device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising an information list which is 
displayed concurrently with said channel list and said program list, said 
information list including data associated with said selected program, said data 
including description, rating and/or repeat indication of said selected program 
(Figure 20, item 203 and column 18, lines 40-50; Ellis describes an "i" icon, 
which is shown concurrently with the program listing, and contains information 
about the program such as description) 

With regard to claim 5, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein said information list is displayed in 
response to selecting a selected program from said programs or in response to 
activation of an open switch while a cursor highlights said selected program 
(column 18, lines 40-50; Ellis describes, that after selecting a program from the 
list, the user can press the "i" button on the remote to get more information about 
the program) 

With regard to claim 6, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said program list includes a reminder 
switch configured to set reminders for said programs, and/or a theme switch 
configured to open a theme menu, said theme menu including information 
categorized by themes for said available channels and/or said selected channel 
(column 4, lines 10-12; Ellis discloses the ability to set reminders) 

With regard to claim 7, Ellis discloses 
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The device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said device further comprises an 
interface for navigating through said electronic program guide, said interface 
including at least one of: 

an open switch configured to open menus including said program list (column 13, 
lines 60-65; Ellis discloses depressing a "mode" switch to enter the browse mode 
of programming listings); 

a close switch configure to close menus including said channel list and said 
program list; and (column 14, lines 53-55; Ellis discloses pressing the "Browse 
icon key" while in browse mode to exit the mode) 

a help switch configured to open a help menu, said help menu including help 
information related to use of said guide and/or a controller of said program guide 
(column 12, lines 12-19; Ellis describes a help function) 

With regard to claim 8, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said controller is a remote controller 
(column 12, lines 12-19; Ellis describes using a remote controller to invoke the 
help feature, which would enable the user to gain information on how to use the 
controller to navigate the program guide) 

With regard to claim 9, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said controller includes a switch to 
access said electronic program guide, an up switch and a down switch; said up 
switch and said down switch being configured to respectively scroll a cursor up 
and down said channel list and/or said program list (column 29, lines 1-4; Ellis 
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discloses the ability to move through the list by pressing the up/down keys on the 
remote control) 

With regard to claim 10, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said up switch and said down switch 
are configured to scroll by pages (column 17, lines 39-44; Ellis describes 
scrolling by pages using the up/down switch on the remote control) 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said up switch and said down switch 
are configured to respectively move said cursor to a top or a bottom of said 
channel list and/or said program list and thereafter scroll by pages (column 17, 
lines 39-44; Ellis describes moving the cursor to the bottom of the screen and 
then invoking the up/down keys to scroll by pages) 

With regard to claim 12, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said up switch and said down switch 
are respectively configured to singularly move said cursor up and down entries of 
said channel list and/or said program list (column 29, lines 1-4; Ellis discloses the 
ability to move through the list by pressing the up/down keys on the remote 
control to arrive at a desired channel) 

With regard to claim 13, Ellis discloses: 
The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said controller includes a right switch 
and a left switch configured to move said cursor between said channel list and 
said program list (column 1 1 , lines Ellis describes the use of right/left arrow keys, 
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that allow the user to browse through a particular channel's programs; in column 
18, lines 19-20, Ellis describes a mode wherein the listings are associated with a 
particular channel. The user inherently could scroll through the listings in the 
same way by pressing the down arrow key to move from the channel list to the 
program list, and using the left/right arrow keys to navigate through the 
programs/times associated with the selected channel) 

With regard to claim 15, Ellis discloses: 
A controller for controlling an on-screen display of an electronic program guide 
(Figures 3 & 4 and column 10, lines 61-64), and controller comprising an access 
switch for accessing said electronic program guide (column 13, lines 60-65; Ellis 
discloses a "mode" button to invoke the program guide); and navigation switches 
for navigation through said electronic program guide (column 14, lines 14-20; 
Ellis describes using the up/down keys to navigate throughout the program 
guide); said electronic program guide comprising: 

a channel list of available channels (Figure 20, items 20A, 20B, 20C; and column 
18, lines 14-17); and a program list of programs which is displayed concurrently 
with said channel list in response to selection of a selected channel from said 
available channels, said programs being exclusively associated with said 
selected channel (Figure 20 and column 18, lines 17-19) wherein said channel 
list is provided in response to a first activation of said access switch (column 13, 
lines 60-65; Ellis describes a "mode" button to invoke the program guide, which 
contains a channel list), and both said channel list and said program list are 
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provided in response to a second activation of said access switch, or in response 
to activation of a program switch of said controller (column 18, lines 7-10; Ellis 
describes a triangular icon that invokes the menu that displays programs 
associated with a particular channel, see also Fig. 20) 

Claim 17 is the processor configured to invoke the program guide of claim 
1 (column 5, lines 38-41 ; Ellis discloses a data processor that drives his system). 

Claim 18 is analyzed and rejected accordingly as the method of system 
claim 1. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK D. FEATHERSTONE whose 
telephone number is (571 )270-3750. The examiner can normally be reached on 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F US Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Koenig, can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
E-Signed 

/Mark Featherstone/ - Art Unit 2423 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



